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Newsletter week ending 20 July 2008

Sun

Eva Suss-Robyn Delmege

Mon

Paul Gerber-George Rogerson
Huntly Higgins-Geoff Bruckard**

Tues
Eve
Barbara Wilding-Paula Dams**
Dan Taggert-Henry Gasko

Wed
Eve
Libby Paroissien-John Waldie**
Rita Cally-Louise Buckle

Thurs 

Joyce Frost_Dot Cassidy**

Peter Yurita-Huntly Higgins

Fri

Irene Purcell-Mary Coldwell

Julie Colman-Gail Jenkin**

Sat

Pat Besley-Ann Perrott**

Savina Bianchi0Elizabeth Whittaker

Hand of the Week Monday Board 24 nil vul Dealer West

The Backward Finesse

There you are, sitting South, with a 4441 distribution and North opens in the suit of your singleton. You dutifully bid 1 No Trump and partner shows their Hearts, which you reluctantly raise to three. East leads a diamond, won by West, who then plays the Queen and another diamond. Declarer ruffs and stops to consider his position. With Axxx opposite Qxxx I always play the Ace first, and then small towards the Queen because sometimes fate is good to you (as it appears to be this case). However, East will play a fourth diamond and West can ruff for 4 tricks to the Defence. How can Declarer thwart these defensive plans? Simple – before drawing trumps Declarer should play Ace of Spades, followed by the Queen of Spades (Hence the cognomen the Backward finesse)! If East covers, Dummy ruffs and crosses to the King of Clubs for a diamond discard on the Jack of Spades. If East doesn’t cover then the diamond is discarded on the Queen of Hearts! Now you must play the Hearts the opposite to the above in order to keep your high Heart in case West ruffs – heart to the Queen, and heart back to the Ace – and 10 tricks are yours. On Monday three Declarers were in 4 Hearts (one down), one Declarer was in 3 Spades (making 10 tricks) but the best Declarer was the lone South in One No Trump – making 10 tricks!

The next Saturday Red Point Event is 26 July at 1.00 pm.

The next Tuesday Red Point Event is 5 August at 7.30pm.

Bridge at Rylands – Tuesday 29 July, at 2 pm. If interested please contact Nikki on 9015 6010.

New Session: Thursday Evening Supervised Play at 7.30 pm.
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